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Introduction

Most of my life has been lived in Portland, Maine. Through age twelve my family resided at 
1184 Washington Avenue in the North Deering section of the city. As a ten-year-old on summer family 
trips, I would often pick up small stones at historical locations we would visit. I crafted a box with 
many compartments, and with each stone I would record its source and the date of my visit. Each time I
looked at a stone I d find myself reliving my feelings about the history of the place where I found it. I 
was hooked on history

Before we moved to the town of Standish I became acquainted with our new neighbors 
Theodore Sawyer and his two sons, who were about my age. Ted was born and brought up in our 
neighborhood; his brother Willis lived in the family homestead across the street at number 1115, where 
Ted was born. Much later I would learn that Ted was an amateur historian. 

Fast forward many decades: years after Ted s death I returned to live at a place near the house of
my youth. Now retired, I turned to my life-long passion for history – or more precisely, to imagining 
vividly how things would have looked, smelled, sounded and felt at some earlier time. Walking my 
neighborhood streets and studying old maps, I began to record information about the oldest buildings. 
When were they built   Who were the owners  And then to my surprise I came across Ted Sawyer s 
small history, a o e o a er a e Forty-one pages long, it tells of the Sawyer family s early 
purchase of lands along what is now Washington Avenue, as well as a charming narrative of Ted s 
childhood recollections and many old photographs.

I had no problem identifying with the Back Cove, the first location in Ted s title. As a boy I 
would ride my bike with friends down through Payson Park and along Baxter Boulevard to the shores 
of what we learned to call “Back Bay.” But what was “Quaker Lane”  That was not a term I d heard 
around my neighborhood when I was growing up. Nor did I have any inkling that Quakers may have 
been present nearby.  

My curiosity piqued, I ventured to the Portland History oom of the Portland Public Library to 
delve further into local Quaker history. There, Special Collections Librarian and Archivist Abraham 
Schechter suggested I read Greg Gadberry s Master s thesis,2 which resides in the library of the 

niversity of Southern Maine, Portland campus. It provides a fascinating tour of the documented 
knowledge of the local Quakers from the early 1700s through the evolutionary War. Although I found 
some of its data and conclusions suspect see my critique in Appendix B , I found it an important 
compendium of information on the topic.

Gadberry s work steered me to the writings of Portland s eminent local historian William Willis 
1794-1870 , who identified James Winslow as our first Quaker. At the Maine Historical Society, I 

found the two-volume low Me or al family history and its accounts of the same James Winslow. 
My subsequent research has identified numerous errors of fact in this history, which anyone studying 
this family would likely encounter early in their research. Its misreadings of primary material, 
documented in Appendix A, have been repeated in countless local and family histories. My hope is that 
my corrections will save subsequent researchers the considerable time and effort I encountered in 
seeking the historical facts.

These tomes became the touchstones of my early research. And then I met Andy Grannell, 
archivist of the Portland Society of Friends and a longtime Quaker. When we first met at the Portland 
Friends meeting house, Andy gave me full access to a shelf of notebooks on Quaker lore that he d 
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compiled and instantly said “Take them all home.” Then he produced a letter granting me access to the 
handwritten Quaker Meeting records, dating to 1751, at the Maine Historical Society. Andy s 
generosity will never be forgotten. His embodiment of the Quaker values of kindness and generosity 
led to my decision to become a member of the Portland Society of Friends. 

With this basic grounding in my chosen subject matter, I began a deeper exploration of the
historical literature on New England Quakers, the Winslows of Massachusetts and Maine, and the early
decades in what is now Greater Portland. That literature proved to be disappointingly lacking as I tried 
to answer many of my beginning questions: Why did James Winslow come to Maine from 
Massachusetts  Was he a Quaker when he came or did he convert after moving here  If he converted, 
why  The answers were not falling into place.  

My research was made more difficult because of the narrow scope of the subject matter I had 
selected. Many of the early records of Falmouth and Portland have been lost to fires and other 
calamities. These include all the probate records for years after Cumberland County was formed in 
1760, destroyed when City Hall burned in 1909. Early maps of Greater Portland outside the peninsula 
are scarce and can be difficult to interpret due to the loss of the aforementioned early records. 

Personal records of Quakers from the years before the evolution are especially limited. Early 
Quakers were modest; their early meeting records are sparse, their gravestones uninscribed. And in 
early Falmouth they were struggling to scratch out a living in a hostile frontier environment. They lived
together in clustered communities and were seldom written about, either by themselves or by non-
Quakers.  Beyond birth, marriage and death records, accounts of their personal lives are nearly 
nonexistent. 

Over two years of research and writing, I came to realize that the answers to my queries would 
not come easily, if at all. Nonetheless, I determined to uncover and interpret the relevant material that 
was available and document the narrative that I ve come to understand as the early history of Portland-
area Quakers.

While no historian, amateur or professional, can claim their work represents the entire truth, I 
have strived to pursue every alleged fact to a primary source, and to report those sources. When 
primary documents could not be found, I relied on those sources I judged to be most reliable. 
Considering this as merely a starting point, I invite others to build on my work to expand the body of 
knowledge over time.

in o c u tt innin

Like most of the original Pilgrim leaders, Edward Winslow passed through Holland on his way 
to the New World.  He was born in 1595 in Droitwich, near Worcester northwest of London. His 
parents found a temporary home in Leyden. There young Edward and his brother Gilbert, choosing to 
retain their English culture, left with others to found a new colony on America's shore.  Edward was 25 
years old, Gilbert 20.3

Shortly after arriving at Plymouth in the winter of 1620, Edward Winslow, along with William 
Bradford and John Carver, became the first signers of the Mayflower Compact. All three of them, as 
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well as Edward's son Josiah, would subsequently become governors of Plymouth Colony. Edward 
would serve three terms, 1633–34, 1636–37 and 1644–45.  

Edward's wife Elizabeth was one of a large number who died during the horrible first winter.  
Brother Gilbert returned to England after a few years and died there in 1631. In about 1629, two more 
of Edward's brothers arrived at Plymouth, including Kenelm, who was then 30 years old. Kenelm 
would become the grandfather of James, the subject of our story.

Kenelm's flight to the New World had been delayed in part because he was living in London, 
learning the trade of joinery. He learned to make cabinets, coffins and other furniture by cleverly 
joining the wood without the use of any nails. In 1633 he crafted the coffin that bore the remains of 
Peter Browne, a Mayflower passenger, for 12 shillings.4 

In about 1641, Kenelm moved to Marshfield, a little north of Plymouth, where his brother 
Edward had settled after leaving Plymouth in 1632. Arthur Howland, brother of Mayflower passenger 
John Howland, also took up residence in that town. Arthur “accepted at an early day the doctrines of 
the Society of Friends, and amidst the persecutions of them in the 17th century, was an earnest, faithful 
defender of the faith. It would appear that his house at Marshfield was headquarters of the persecuted 
Friends, and he courageously 'entertayned the forraigne Quakers who were goeing too & frow in some 
of the townes of the goument, producing great desturbance.'"5

Three sons were born to Kenelm Winslow and his wife Ellen: Job, Kenelm and Nathaniel. As 
one-by-one they moved away from the immediate vicinity of Plymouth, they would have carried at 
least an understanding of Quaker views and perhaps sympathy for the difficulties that sect faced from 
the authority of the Plymouth establishment.

One Pilgrim historian writes “In 1658 an oath of fidelity was required of all citizens [of 
Plymouth Colony] and certain classes of men were defined who should not be admitted freemen, 
among whom were enumerated Quakers, 'opposers of the good and wholesome laws of this colony,' or 
'manifest opposers of the true worship of God, or such as refused to do the country service being called 
thereunto.' All existing freemen who were Quakers or encouragers of Quakers were to lose their 
privilege, and all likewise who were adjudged 'gravely scandalous,' as liers, drunkards, swearers, etc.6”

In Boston, Mary Dyer and three others were hanged on the Common in 1660 for returning to 
the town after banishment.  In the same year there were ten “enforced departures” of Quakers from 
Plymouth Colony; five belonging to the sect were whipped for disturbance and contempt of Court. 
Laws were passed providing fines for attending or housing a Quaker meeting, or for harboring a 
foreign Quaker.7 But the period of Quaker persecution in the Colony lasted only about four years. In 
1661, Charles II came to the throne. He was sympathetic to the Catholics and had antipathy toward the 
Puritans. Some prominent and well-connected Quakers in England got his ear and told him of the 
horrible sufferings of their American brothers and sisters, especially in Boston, whereupon all the 
Quakers were released from jail. Charles issued an edict prohibiting future killings and requiring that 
Quakers accused of major crimes be sent to England, where things would go easier for them.  

There would be no more executions, but whippings of Plymouth Quakers would continue for 
another fifteen years. After that, “fines, distraints, disfranchisement and imprisonment were continued 
many years as punishments for Quakers and others who refused to pay the tax for the support of a 
minister officially approved, or who refused to perform military service.”8
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Kenelm, the oldest son of Kenelm the immigrant, removed at an early date to what is now 
known as West Brewster or Winslows Mills on Cape Cod. His brother Nathaniel 1639-1719  seems to 
have stayed in Marshfield, where he became commander of a sloop honorifically named the Mayflower.
Nathaniel was a leader of the local militia, and served on the General Court. He was called “Captain.” 
His sons  later exploits in Maine will be chronicled in another chapter. 

Job Winslow was the youngest son of Kenelm the immigrant. Born 1641 in Marshfield, Job 
settled around 1666 in Swansea, a part of Plymouth Colony that was closer to oger Williams's more 
liberal Providence than to Plymouth. Swansea was incorporated the next year, and in 1673 he married 

uth Cole there. The urge of many of his generation to move away from Plymouth stemmed, at least in 
part, from a desire to escape the stern judgment and harsh rules of the Colony. Also, says author 
Nathaniel Philbrick:  

     At the root of this trend toward town building was, Governor Bradford insisted, a growing hunger for
land. For Bradford, land had been a way to create a community of Saints. For an increasing number of 
Pilgrims and especially for their children, land was a way to get rich.  Bradford claimed that the 
formation of new towns was “not for want or necessity,” but “for the enriching of themselves,” and he 
predicted it would be “the ruin of New England.”  Even oger Williams, whose vision of an ideal 
community was very different from Bradford s, shared his concern about land. Williams railed against 
the rise of “God Land” in New England and feared that it would become “as great with us as English as 
God Gold was with the Spaniards.”

     It was difficult for Bradford not to take the exodus of Winslow, Brewster, and the others as a personal
affront. For as the new towns prospered and grew, Plymouth, the village with which it had all begun, fell
on hard times.  “And thus was the poor church left,” Bradford wrote, “like an ancient mother grown old 
and forsaken of her children .Thus, she that had made many rich became herself poor.9”

Job Winslow and his family soon realized that establishing themselves on the Massachusetts 
frontier exposed them to real danger. Nearby in the present town of Bristol, hode Island lived the 
Indian leader Metacom, named “King Philip” in friendlier times with the English. Metacom and his 
allies were preparing to exact vengeance after being humiliated when colonists forced him to sign a 
new peace agreement that included the surrender of Indian guns, and later when officials in Plymouth 
Colony hanged three Wampanoags for the alleged murder of a Christianized Indian. Quaker leaders 
proposed that Metacom's grievances be arbitrated by some neutral person such as the Governor of New 

ork.10 But Philip would have none of it. Within a week his alliance launched a united assault on 
colonial towns throughout the region, beginning with Swansea. This would be the beginning of what 
became known as King Philip's War, in which Job would rise to the rank of Lieutenant.

In June of 1675, all seventy residents of Swansea confined themselves inside the town stockade.
The home of Job and uth Winslow was among the first two casualties of the horrific War11, which 
spread throughout New England over nearly three years. Whether their home was totally or only 
partially burned down is not known. What is true is that Job, uth and their young son William 
survived, rebuilt their home and lived in Swansea another five years, to bring forth at least two more 
children before removing to nearby Sippican now ochester .

In 1680, Sippican was a new town, and the Winslows were one of its first fourteen families.12 
Why they moved there is not known. However, Job's brothers Kenelm and Josiah who was then 
Governor of Plymouth Colony  were agents in the town's purchase from the Indians, and Job's brother 
Kenelm bought land there, so the family connection probably loomed large. Two early settlers of 
Sippican started the Quaker movement in the town, and 326 Friends lie in unmarked graves there.13 
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Job and uth Winslow produced at least three more offspring during their five years in 
Sippican. Then they moved off to their final destination, the adjoining settlement of Freetown on the 
Taunton iver. In 1659 Job's uncle Josiah had purchased lands there from Wamsutta, eldest son of 
Massasoit. Around 1685, Job was granted the sixteenth lot under what was called the “Freemen's 
Purchase.” Kenelm the immigrant, Job's father, received the twenty-fourth lot, but probably never 
settled there.  The lot was settled on by Kenelm s son and Job s cousin “Captain” Nathaniel Winslow, 
who did not stay long in Freetown.14 Finally Nathaniel s son Josiah settled there. 

Job Winslow rapidly made his mark in Freetown affairs. In 1686, within a year of his arrival, he
became a Deputy to the General Court of Plymouth Colony. He was a Selectman, Town Clerk in 1690 
and held many other town offices. “He was a leading man in all town matters, both civil and 
religious....”15 When in 1692 Plymouth colony went out of existence, Job was a representative to the 
General Court of the Province of Massachusetts Bay. And shortly after 1702 Job was one of the agents 
to confer on starting a “proper church” in Freetown. In 1714, construction of the first Congregationalist
meeting house was completed.  Clearly, Job Winslow was not a Quaker but a man of the established 
Puritan order.

Quakerism was a powerful force in Freetown, perhaps from its founding. John and Samuel 
Howland, sons of Henry the Quaker who was from Job's hometown of Marshfield  were among the 
first settlers, claiming Lot 6. By the early 1700s Quakers formed a majority of its population.16 For 75 
years after James s birth the Quakers were numerically the largest worshiping congregation in town, 
“embracing the men of first minds, most money, and best manners.”17

James Winslow, Job and uth s sixth son and eighth child, was born in Freetown in 1687. He 
would become the first Quaker in Falmouth, Maine. But there is no evidence that James was a Quaker 
before he left Massachusetts. 

At age 41, with his wife and seven children ages one to nineteen, James embarked for the 
eastern frontier. Shortly after he moved to Falmouth he was listed as a “cordwainer,” or “heelmaker” on
various deeds.  Since it appears he had lived all his years until then in Freetown, we must assume he 
learned and practiced his trade in that town.  

in o to in nd c tr

In colonial times, the Massachusetts township that once encompassed what is now Portland, 
South Portland, Cape Elizabeth, Westbrook and Falmouth, Maine was called “Falmouth on Casco 
Bay,” to distinguish it from the Cape Cod town of the same name. The earliest settlers, mostly 
Englishmen from Massachusetts, had suffered mightily while failing to maintain a foothold. They were 
forced to abandon the area when the township was destroyed by French and Indians in 1690. The 
settlement, which had been destroyed twice in the Indian Wars, was abandoned by white men until the 
17-teens. Then a few families began straggling back, settling mainly on Falmouth Neck now called the
Portland peninsula  and on the north side of what is still known as Back Cove.

“Doctor” Gilbert Winslow and “Captain” Nathaniel Winslow [SEE APPENDI  G], two 
brothers who were also James Winslow's first cousins, were born in Marshfield, Massachusetts. In 1698
they partnered to buy land in what is now Freeport, Maine then a part of North armouth , which they 
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sold a few years later.  Whether either of them actually visited their purchase prior to 1717, as the 
township was being resettled, is unknown. But by that year Gilbert had built the first new house at 
Purpoodock now Spring Point in South Portland , and by 1720 he settled in North armouth where he 
built a mill, raised a family and prospered.18 Might either of these cousins have influenced James's 
move to Maine   While this is quite possible, no evidence has been found.

Another of James's first cousins, known as “Doctor” Nathaniel Winslow [SEE APPENDI  H] 
had lived in Freetown from 1701 to 1705, when James was a teenager. He lived in Middleborough from
1712 to 1717 at the same time as Samuel Cobb. Both arrived in Falmouth around 1717, and both 
became prominent members of the new community. Samuel s daughter Hope would marry James s son 
Benjamin in 1738.

Although the Massachusetts House of epresentatives had established a committee to oversee 
the laying out of the township, for two years that committee had not yet taken action. In 1717 Nathaniel
joined other Township leaders in petitioning the Governor, Council and legislature to force the 
committee to respond to their applications for assistance.19 The petition was successful, and in 1719 
Nathaniel was chosen to serve on the prestigious “committee to lay out lots on the Neck.”20 

By July 1718 there were 20 families on the Neck.21 “Among the earliest new settlers were men 

of standing and worth....These included Samuel Moody, Benjamin Larrabee and James Mills, who 

came in 1716, and Samuel Cobb, who came in 1717...Samuel Proctor of Lynn...John Pritchard of 
Boston, Nathaniel Winslow of the Plymouth Colony, and numerous other respectable adventurers, 
whose posterity now adorn the places which their fathers subdued.”22

In 1728 the influx of new settlers began in earnest.  The Town began to offer lots in the common
unimproved  lands within the eight-mile square that then comprised Falmouth on Casco Bay. In that 

year or s  e ore i  James Winslow, age 41, brought his wife and seven children, ages one to nineteen 
years, to the Town.  James received a one-acre lot from his cousin Nathaniel.  It is likely that Nathaniel 
lived in a house on this spot, “near the fountain on Spring Street”23 According to a map in Willis's 

ory, this was probably near the intersection of today's Spring and Center Streets.  When James 
arrived, Nathaniel seems to have moved to nearby Scarborough.   es nd is ily oo  p 
residen e in niel s or er o e see s li ely  l o  eviden e o  is s no  een o nd

Later in 1728, the town granted James 104 acres in four lots of 60, 30, 10 and 4 acres, the 
standard for new settlers upon payment of ten pounds.  Then, in September of that year, in a 
magnanimous familial gesture, Nathaniel gifted cousin James all his holdings in Falmouth presumably
at least 104 acres .  James was now a land-wealthy man in a burgeoning new town.

 James also became a mill owner.  Before the year 1728 had ended, James “had a grant of land on ll
ove roo    ove no  ll roo  ne r ere i  lo s    nder e n Aven e  o ere   ill on e 

privile e o   orn ill s vo ed o i  y e o n  on y 2  2  e ill y ve een on l nd 
o ned y eor e e is  o d  ill (per ps  s ill)   ove in 0  es didn  s e i e: 
n e rly o n  indi es  y e end o   ye r e s livin  ne r is ill si e  pro ly d en  o e 

ro d  is no  e n Aven e  d en  o ll roo  is s one o  s   e  ris  ills in or ro nd 
l o

Settlers of Falmouth ����� to 1690, or those who had derived their claims from former 

inhabitants, called themselves the “Old Proprietors.”  They were swiftly outnumbered; in 1727 and 

1728, upon payment of ten pounds each, 138 men brought their families from Boston, the North Shore, 

New Hampshire, and southern Maine to settle on Falmouth Neck27.  These became known as the “New 
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Proprietors.”  A controversy between these two groups burned hotly until 1732, when they joined to 
form an extra-governmental entity called the Falmouth Proprietors.  It took control of the common land
from the town government and began to distribute it under an arrangement that treated all the 
proprietors equally.28  The peaceful joining of old and new proprietors was cause for great celebration 
in the Town, and inspired the everend Smith to write in his journal “this was the happiest meeting 
Falmouth ever had.  Thanks to God.”29 

James became active in Falmouth Town affairs.  In 1730, he was selected to be their agent to 
defend a case pending at County Court.30  The decision to select James shown as a cordwainer, or 
heelmaker on period deeds  to serve as defense attorney demonstrates the standing of high respect he 
was accorded just two years after arriving in his new community.  This was likely due in part to his 
notable heritage: he came from the respected family of Edward Winslow and his son Josiah, two of 
Plymouth ������	
 Governors.  

In 1731 and 1732, James served on the Proprietors Committee for laying out of Common Lands
in Falmouth.  In this capacity, James would have had knowledge of the choicest lands still available, 
and an insider's opportunity to select the finest for his sons and others he knew. But some of these new 
land claims were later found to trespass on earlier, 17th-century grants to Old Proprietors.  Lands 
������
�� granted to new proprietors would be returned to their prior owners.  

Within a month of the agreement, an edict to evict was approved: “...agreed that all persons that 
have their land laid out on antient property shall remove & take lotts in the common and undivided 
lands in [said] township.” James Winslow signed as a witness to this document.31   Ironically, as a result
of the edict he was forced to abandon his mill at Back Cove and presumably his home there as well  
probably around 1732, the year of the eviction notice.  By 1748, the only grist mill between armouth 
and Saco ��
 one owned by a Mr. Conant at Saccarappa Westbrook's upper falls 32.  

Would closing the Fall Brook mill have become necessary even if James had not been evicted   
One author opines, “Timber fellers and mast hunters had largely denuded Falmouth and its surrounding
woods by the mid-eighteenth century. Erosion clogged waterways.”33  In 1833 Portland Historian 
William Willis reported, “Fall brook is a stream now almost dry....Clearing the country of forests has 
diminished these small 
�����
.  [It has become] wholly incapable of turning a mill....  It has not been 
occupied for many years as a mill site.”34

Willis relates that James Winslow, after leaving his grist mill privilege behind, 
“removed...northerly to the Presumpscot iver, near where its course is turned southerly by Blackstrap 
Hill.”35 Deeds through 1730 identify him as a cordwainer; in 1733 and 1735 he is listed as a yeoman 
and husbandman. This may signal the rough date of his move from Back Cove to the sparsely-settled 
countryside.

Because the land he granted there later for a Quaker meeting house included a burying ground 
where stones are now visible, we can conclude that James's home existed at or near today s 29 
Blackstrap oad. See o r al of ea e p. 94: a [Quaker] Meeting house was built near the 
residence of James Winslow.” Further evidence that James lived at this location is given by this 1753 
description of the boundary establishing Falmouth s Third Parish by historian William Willis: “The 
division line was as follows: 'Beginning at the North armouth line near the sea, and from thence 
running by the bay to Presumpscot river, and thence up said river as far as the westerly side of Mr. 
James Winslow's sixty acre lot of land on which his dwelling house stands '”36 James by this time 
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owned at least 200 acres of land in the greater Town of Falmouth, most of it abutting the shores of the 
Presumpscot.  

Around 29 Blackstrap oad there is no sign of a cellar hole or other evidence of James s 
residence.  But any evidence could have been obliterated in the 1950s when the Maine Turnpike 
Authority constructed the spur connecting the Turnpike to oute One in Falmouth.

In 1752 the Town of Falmouth voted to accept a road three rods wide called “Quaker Lane.”  It 
ran from the County oad Allen Avenue at today s Allen s Corner  to the Presumpscot iver at “James
Winslow s Landing.”  The surveyor was a Nathan Winslow, probably James s son.37  

Quaker Lane was further formalized in 1771. The Court of General Sessions of the Peace, 
meeting in Falmouth, ordered a survey to “bound out a Highway or oad from Falmouth to 
Bakerstown [now Poland]...in the most convenient and proper place for the benefit of the King s 
subjects according to the rules and directions of the law of this Province .” In the record it is noted 
that Benjamin Winslow was “much interested in said road.”38 Because this road ran directly past 
Quaker Benjamin Winslow s home at Blackstrap, his travels to and from Falmouth Town now 
Portland  would no doubt have been enhanced by its improvement. In the record it is noted that 
Benjamin Winslow was “much interested in said road.”39 

The 1771 survey exactly followed the route of present-day Allen Avenue from Morrill s Corner 
to Washington Avenue, out Washington Avenue Extension to Lambert and Blackstrap oads, and 
across the Presumpscot iver. Several houses appear as landmarks on that survey, including those of 
Quakers Benjamin Winslow, Elijah Pope Nathan Winslow s son-in-law  and John Morrill or 
“Morrell,” probably Benjamin s son-in-law .  

At some point, probably in the 19th century, Benjamin s house or a portion of it reportedly was 
moved across the road, attached to the rear of the present home at 17 Blackstrap oad, and converted 
into a barn. The present owner reports that finished, plastered rooms exist inside it; he was told the 
building was “a tavern.”40

In the 1771 survey, a “Winslow's Bridge” is shown at the Presumpscot iver crossing, very 
close to Benjamin s home. It was probably built by the Winslow family, and would have been used by 
Quakers from the northern part of Falmouth to attend meetings.  Benjamin replaced this bridge with a 
covered bridge in 1787. The Town paid him 180 pounds for its construction.41 Later named Lambert's 
Bridge after the nearby tavern described in Appendix E, the 1787 bridge had an unusually long 
lifespan.  When it burned down in about 1910, a Portland newspaper made it front-page news, calling it
“the oldest bridge probably in the county and the second oldest in the state.” It had withstood the flood 
of 1896, which had wiped out many on the iver, including the one at the Auburn Street crossing.  
After the fire, the old bridge was replaced with a concrete one. [See Appendix F]

James Winslow's will was proved in 1773, the year he died. Presumably his remains lie in an 
unmarked grave in the burying ground at Blackstrap, beneath the acre he had once deeded to the 
Society of Friends.  
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innin o in u ri

In Maine, Quakerism made its first appearance in the southwest, near the New Hampshire 
border. Historian Willis wrote: “There had been two transient meetings..., the first in ork, December, 
1662, by three women who had been whipped and expelled from Dover, N. H. and soon after, another 
was held in Berwick.”42 The first meeting for worship which was set up by...Quakers in this State was 
in that part of Kittery now called Elliott [sic], in 1730, and from the seed there sowed, they spread into 
different parts of the State....”43 Although there are reports that a meeting house was built in or near 
what is now North Berwick sometime in the early 1700s, the exact construction date has not been 
found.

The first recorded notice of Quaker organization in Falmouth came in 1740, when the Town s 
minister Thomas Smith organized a period of prayer and fasting "on account of the spread of 
Quakerism.” All the ministers from the western part of the State attended.44 Winslow “was the first 
person who joined the Quakers in this town and carried all his family with him.”45 We can therefore 
conclude that he converted to Quakerism in the year 1740 or somewhat before.  

Soon more Quakers came to settle in Falmouth, perhaps due to Winslow s influence. In July, 
1742 ev. Smith commented on the “many strange Quakers in town.”46 Many years later, interpreting 
this description in Smith s journal, Willis said the minister may have meant “the singularity of their 
dress and manners which were more strongly marked than they are at present, attracting universal 
attention.”47  

In 1743, reported Willis, “...a few families in Falmouth had adopted the opinions [of the 
Quakers] and a meeting for worship was then first established in town....In August 1743, Benjamin 
Ingersoll [probably the son of early settler John Ingersoll] 'desired to be taken under the care of the 
meeting,' and in less than a year after, we find Nathan Winslow [son of James] and Enoch Knight of 
Falmouth, members.”48  In the same year the English Quaker minister Edmund Peckover visited 
Falmouth, where, he said, “a few Friends are settled.  They have got a meeting both First-days 
[Sundays] and Week-days. I believe there are not fewer than thirty [this number probably included 
women and children] who come pretty constantly to meetings and, I think, have three or four who 
appear in public testimony.”49 The community of Quakers was now planted firmly in Falmouth s soil.

These were times of great Quaker expansionism. Historian David Hackett Fischer wrote, 
“During the early eighteenth century, the number of American Quakers increased very rapidly–
doubling every generation. By the year 1750 Quakers had become the third largest religious 
denomination in the British colonies. Their 250 meeting houses were more numerous than the churches 
of any other faith except Congregationalists 465  and Anglicans 289 .”50 

In 1750, the New England early Meeting of Friends approved the creation of the or  
r o  Monthly Meeting.51 Its first recorded meeting was held March 4, 1751 at Harpswell, 

probably in the home of Ebenezer Pinkham.52 Edward Estes was chosen as Clerk. That meeting 
received the marriage intentions of Lemuel Jones and i e Estes. The gathered Friends “Appointed 
Ebenezer Pinkham and James Goddard to see to their clearness.”53  

Willis said this first meeting “was established for the Friends in Falmouth and Harpswell; the 
male members of which were James Winslow, James Goddard and Benjamin Winslow [James's son] of 
Falmouth, and Edward Estes, Thomas Jones, Ebenezer Pinkham, and Lemuel Jones from Harpswell.”54 
Absent from this list was Benjamin Ingersoll, who, despite missing the first meeting, became an 
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important and active member.  Subsequent meetings in that year were likely held in the homes of 
Friends, probably including those of James and Benjamin Winslow in Falmouth.  

How these men became acquainted is a mystery, although there probably was a common tie to 
another Quaker meeting, perhaps at Dover, NH. These eight men, and those who joined them, were 
clearly passionate in their desire to grow a larger community of Friends from the few seeds they 
represented. 

Given the poor state of roads at that time, we must assume that their travel was over water, with 
worshipers sailing nearly twenty miles each way across Casco Bay in all seasons of the year. Travel 
over water from points around Casco Bay was not unique to Quakers. One author describes Harpswell 
worshipers traveling to the nearest Congregational church, which was in today s armouth: “This 
would have been done by land or water; but...the Harpswell Neck road was not surveyed until 1759, 
and it was cleared and made passable many years later.... Making this weekly trip by water was 
pleasant in summer and in good weather, but it was arduous to say the least in much of the cold 
weather.”55 

What sort of watercraft would these hearty worshipers have used  Here is one possibility: “The 
early settlers of Harpswell followed the example of most peoples living under primitive conditions 
along sea coasts and built dugout canoes for fishing, hunting and general transportation.”56 

At a Monthly Meeting held in Falmouth on March 30, 1752, James Winslow granted the 
Society of Friends a one-acre parcel of land lying just south of the Presumpscot iver at Blackstrap on 
which to place a meeting house and burying ground.57 No deed has been found for this transaction, 
which simply may have been a “Friends agreement.”  

The first Quaker meeting house in early Falmouth, possibly the first in Maine North Berwick s 
may have preceded it , was constructed sometime around 1752 on that acre.58  Its size is unknown. But 
the L-shaped layout of the 53 unmarked stones visible today suggests the location of the meeting house
and outbuildings we know existed there. Perhaps it was their construction that caused the road past it to
be called “Quaker Lane.” 

In the written account of the March 30, 1752 meeting, a curious entry follows James's grant of 
the acre: “James Winslow [Desired   Nearly illegible] of this Meeting a Certificate to Travel Westward 
which was Granted.”  Perhaps this certificate was meant simply as an introduction to a single meeting 
that James planned to attend in New Hampshire or New ork.  Or perhaps he felt a more ambitious 
calling: to venture abroad in a traveling ministry.  

According to Friends General Conference s website, “Traveling ministry was an intrinsic part of
the eligious Society of Friends from early times until recent history.” It had long been a custom of 
Friends to seek a “travel minute” what Quaker [preacher John] Woolman call[ed] a “certificate”  from 
their Meeting when they felt a leading to travel in the ministry under the weight of a religious 
concern.59  In 1759 Maine Quakers Patience Estes and John Douglas of Durham were granted 
certificates to “travel on truth's account, and in August of the same year, Mary Curby from England, 
and Elizabeth Smith from West Jersey, came [to Falmouth] as traveling preachers.”60  

ufus Jones, the prodigious Quaker historian, said “If a minister from 'abroad' were present, as 
often was the case in these early days, the 'word' would be more likely to come as a discourse of 
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interpretation, instruction, and edification from him, and the listeners, believing implicitly that the 
visitor was e would be deeply attentive to what he opened to them and powerfully impressed by it.” 
As some one knelt to pray all hats were removed, for they were generally worn at other times; they all 
stood, and the person on his knees, with trembling frame and tremulous voice, uttered what seemed to 
him the common need of the meeting as in the stillness it had surged up into his responsive soul.”61 

The final mention of James found in the Monthly Meeting records is dated 1754, when he was 
67 years old.62 Perhaps this was when he took his leave to spread the “word” to Friends abroad.  It 
would not be surprising to find that James, who was the first in Falmouth to convert, and who was 
accomplished and widely respected locally, would have been granted such a certificate to address 
Quaker gatherings “to the Westward.”

In about 1758, there was established a Falmouth Women's Monthly Meeting for “Church 
Discipline to maintain good order.” The Meeting record does not disclose where these meetings were 
held.63 

The practice of alternating men s meetings between Falmouth and Harpswell ended in 1763, 
when many of the Harpswell Quakers formed their own Preparative Meeting.  In 1775, many of these 
Quaker families, including some Pinkhams, moved to the Durham area, where they formed a Monthly 
Meeting in 1790.  In 1794, Falmouth and Durham Monthly Meetings joined the newly-formed 
Falmouth Quarterly Meeting.

In February 1768, the growing Quaker community agreed to replace the original meeting house 
with one having dimensions of 40 by 32 feet “w[ith] one Teer of gallery [a balcony] by subscription,” 
according to Meeting records. Twenty-six subscribers pledged 136 British pounds toward its 
construction.  No images have been found of this meeting house, but clues to its appearance may be 
deduced from another Quaker meeting house built in Dover, New Hampshire in 1768, and which stands
to this day.  It is a two-story building of the same approximate dimensions, built by brethren with 
familial and other connections to the Falmouth Friends.  

In 1781, “having under consideration for the better accommodation of the [Salem] Quarterly 
Meeting to Enlarge this Meeting House in order to Friends have subscribed, and concluded to add 
twenty feet in length.”64  This building, with enlarged dimensions of 60 by 32 feet, provided the 
footprint for the present iverton meeting house; beams from the former structure were used in its 
construction.

d ur in round

isible in the burying ground at Blackstrap are 53 low, unmarked fieldstone markers. Additional
stones on the site may be covered over, and others may have been removed by vandals. Such markers 
were common in eighteenth-century Quaker communities, where modesty and equality were well-
accepted values.   The 1717 Quaker Book of Discipline prescribed that “...in each particular burial 
ground, such uniformity is preserved in respect to the materials, size, form and wording of the stones, 
as well as in the mode of placing them, as may effectually guard against any distinction being made in 
that place between the rich and the poor.”65  

A research paper prepared for Old Sturbridge illage relates:
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...Friends normally buried their dead separately [in their own common burying grounds]. 
These... would have been distinguished by their simplicity, not to say barrenness. Original Quaker 
practice was to allow no gravestones at all. By the late 18th century some Friends had begun to put up 
stones, but they were generally kept very simple. Probably codifying early-19th-century practice, the 

ules of Discipline of the New England early Meeting in 1853 prescribed that no monuments be set up 
in our burial grounds near or over the dead bodies of friends of others, except a plain stone not to exceed
fifteen inches in height above the surface of the ground, on which no inscription shall be made other than
the name, date of death, and age of the deceased.66 

And this anonymous posting was found in the library at Portland Friends Meeting House:

      Gravestone inscriptions have always been a foundation of genealogical research.  However, early 
Friends generally disapproved of elaborate monuments, so Friends' burial grounds are often filled with 
unmarked fieldstones that provide little or no information.  The official policy on this issue can be 
traced in the New England early Meeting's oo of l e which was first published in 1785 
and updated periodically to the present time.  The 1785 Discipline cites a 1717 edict on “the vain and 
empty custom of erecting monuments over the dead bodies of friends, by stones, inscriptions, 
tombstones, &c....All such monuments as are already in being over dead bodies of friends, should be 
removed....”  This was modified in 1785; it was still advised that “none erect grave nor tomb-stones.  But
it is recommended to friends...to get in the practice of burying our dead in rows; grown people by 
themselves, and children by themselves, without any distinction of families or relatives....”  In 1809 
these restrictions were again quoted, but only as suggestions; “...we do not feel disposed to enjoin any 
particular mode.”  In 1852, the Gurneyite discipline encouraged grave markers, but limited them to “a 
plain stone not to exceed fifteen inches in height above the surface of the ground, on which no 
inscription shall be made other than the name, date of death, and age of the deceased.”

     These restrictions were followed to widely varying degrees in the various meetings across New 
England....Some of the early burial grounds are simple fields of unmarked stones, in the spirit of 
accepted discipline....Most meetings, regardless of their policy on stones, did not keep careful records on
the burials in their lots....Often, meeting elders remembered where the bodies were buried....a Friend 
from South Kingstown, I often mentions being summoned to the burial ground to tell family members 
where to dig graves67.

How many were buried in the Friends burying ground at Blackstrap  Estimates based on 
population and site data suggest that 300 or more souls may be interred there see Appendix C .

A story about the old burying ground appeared in the or la ra r  newspaper in 1888.  
As related by L. B. Chapman, the author of the article had visited the spot and reported that the 
“meeting-house has disappeared and the foundation stones mark the site of the building.  The yard is 
fenced with a tumble-down wall, the headstones are covered with moss, and in the summer they are 
removed from sight by grass, weeds and bushes.  There were no headstones that would locate any 
person, except Benjamin Winslow [identified in a later eyewitness account as having birth and death 
dates of 1780 and 1843, and probably a great-grandson of James] and family, whose names were 
engraved on marble.  The others were in a fair state, but the initials I was unfamiliar with.68”

Another nineteenth-century account of the burying ground appears in Neal Dow s 1898 
e e e  Prior to Neal s birth, his father Josiah lived across the road from the meeting house and

was married there to the Quaker Dorcas Allen. The old burying ground, wrote Neal Dow, “is still 
plainly indicated by grass-grown ridges, while numerous neglected mounds and hillocks, in some 
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instances marked with plain, uninscribed field stones, show the last resting-places of the earlier 
Quakers of that vicinity, among them my ancestors on my mother's side for three generations.”69 

In 1972 a Portland newspaper described a visit to the old burying ground by a member of the 
Falmouth Historical Society. “During the hunt, she and her husband noticed a lot of old bottles, other 
debris and many small broken stones....They investigated and discovered a cemetery almost completely
buried.”  Other members of the Society came in May of that year to clean up the site.  “They found 
dates back to the middle 1700's and could make out the names of Davis, Winslow and Lambert on 
many of the stones – familiar names to the neighborhood today....most of the gravestones had been 
broken off and names worn off with age.  Town trucks hauled the litter away.70”  One wonders what 
important historical evidence may have left the site along with the “litter.”

The burying ground, owned privately by the Pride family for more than a hundred years starting
in the mid-1800s, probably was better-known and more accessible than at present.  An individual who 
lived nearby remembers roaming along the river as a boy in the 1940s and seeing groups of people he 
suspects they were Quakers  sitting on benches behind the burying ground, enjoying picnic lunches on 
Sunday afternoons.71  There is even a large sign bought at auction for 100 by the Society of Friends, 
now in a basement store-room at the iverton meeting house  which once must have stood beside 
Blackstrap oad, an invitation for motorists to stop and enjoy a stroll through the rows of gravestones.  
It reads “Old Quaker Cemetery 1752-1845.” 

The present owner, who bought the contiguous properties at 17 and 29 Blackstrap oad from 
the Prides in 1977, recalled to this writer a number of incidents of vandalism during his ownership, 
where stones were overturned, broken or even removed from the site.  Some stones had been thrown 
into a firepit and destroyed.  A grave had been excavated, exposing the top of a wooden casket.72  As a 
result of these cruel acts and other damage to his land by trespassers, the owner has posted the property 
and has closed it to intruders, although this writer has been granted access at will.

andalism may have started much earlier, and from within the Society of Friends.  One author 
relates that by 1776,”The tenor of the Quaker reform was growing shrill.  In some areas, fundamentalist
young Quakers were even tearing the headstones from Quaker graves.  These reformers wished to 
return Quakerism to its more radical roots, where such things as individually marked graves were 
condemned as vanities.”73  

Burials continued at the old burying ground until at least 1894.74  Now, more than 150 years 
after the Quakers moved from the Blackstrap site, significant questions remain.  How did it happen that
the acre of land gifted and later deeded by James Winslow to the Quakers ended up in private hands, 
and not in the hands of the Friends or the Town, either of which might have provided ongoing 
maintenance and security   Why did the Friends not tend to the burial place of their ancestors   To this 
day, little attention is being paid by the Society or its members to the care of this sacred place.

oc u ri to

In 1774, the Town of Falmouth's annual meeting noted “the injustice of compelling persons to 
contribute to the support of a mode of worship that provided them no benefit and of which their 
consciences did not approve.” So in that year it was voted that thirty-six named Quaker families, half of
which were Winslow-related, would be exempted from parish taxes. Willis notes, however, that this 
may have been simply a reaffirmation of these Quakers  pre-existing exempt status.75
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In 1786, the peninsula portion of the greater Town of Falmouth separated and became Portland. 
By 1790, a sufficient number of Quakers had gathered on the Neck to constitute a separate meeting for 
worship. The Monthly Meeting granted them leave to hold a meeting for worship at the home of 
William Purington on Church Lane.76 Church Lane, according to an 1836 map of the City, ran between
Federal and Middle Streets, just east of what is now Pearl Street.  

In 1796 the first Friends meeting house in Portland was built near what is now the corner of 
Pearl and Federal Streets.  A bronze plaque in today s Lincoln Park marks the spot.  Its dimensions 
were 36 feet by 40.77 It became the first church in the area to be heated, when a woodstove was 
installed.78  

In the following year, land along the north edge of the Eastern Cemetery was set aside for 
Friends  burials. Approximately thirty gravesites were allocated to the Quakers.79     

Written accounts by Falmouth Quakers are scarce and usually terse. So I include here a portion 
of an account by Neal Dow, Mayor of Portland, Civil War General and temperance leader, on the 
Quaker wedding of his parents: “” 

      Six years after my father s arrival in Falmouth, when he had accumulated some property, he was 
married according to the simple and impressive ceremony of the Friends. The event took place on the 3d 
of February, 1796 in the old [Blackstrap] meeting-house...which both had been accustomed to attend.It 
was usual among the Friends on the occasion of a marriage between members of the society, to hold a 
solemn meeting where there might be prayer or exhortation if any one was moved thereto, and where, 
after a fitting season of silent worship, the parties arose, faced the audience, and made each of them a 
declaration which was recorded in the certificate of marriage, and entered upon the records of the 
meeting [that certificate was quoted in full in Dow s book].80 

With increasing migration from the countryside to the commercial center of Portland and 
elsewhere, the number of Friends at Falmouth Meeting declined.  On March 24, 1842, Falmouth 
Monthly Meeting records note the “dilapitated [sic] state of the meeting house and sheds.”  Also, the 
burying ground was nearly at full capacity.  It was decided to replace the meeting house with one in a 
“more central place.” See Appendix I for a more complete discussion of the negotiations.

The Quarterly Meeting disagreed, and sent back its recommendation that the Monthly Meeting 
repair the meeting house and outbuildings “where they stand.” Committees were formed and years of 
back-and-forth discussion ensued, with contention as to whether the Monthly or the Quarterly Meeting 
should pay for the new construction and choose the location.  Then in 1845, the Quarterly Meeting 
conceded to a payment agreement and decided that “the proper place for the Meeting house of Friends 
is the county road leading from Pride's Bridge so called  to Portland”  Construction was completed, 
and the first Quarterly meeting at the new meeting house was held June 4, 1846.  This spot at 1837
Forest Avenue, which was granted by Caleb Jones from his large holdings along today s iverside 
Street, is the site of today's Meeting House.   

The one-acre Blackstrap lot, donated nearly a hundred years earlier by James Winslow, was sold
in 1849 for 2,300 and became “a place for the manufacture of gravestones and monuments.”81 The 
buyer may have been John H. Lambert, who probably owned acreage surrounding the lot, and who may
have been a Quaker.  In past years he had operated a stone shop at nearby Lambert's Tavern See 
Appendix F .  The deed whereby the Society of Friends transferred ownership of the acre has not been 
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found at the Cumberland County egistry of Deeds.  However, many subsequent deeds involving this 
property are recorded there. Curiously, the burying ground is shown in several deeds as “reserved,” 
with the final such mention occurring in an 1856 Sheriff's Deed, “ eserving the burial ground on said 
premises as it has been laid out & occupied....”82 The question is: reserved to whom  Perhaps to the 
Society of Friends, but the legal interpretation of this wording is beyond the expertise of this writer.

Beams transported from the dismantled meeting house formed the structure of today's place of 
worship.  Some of those ancient beams, overloaded for decades by attic storage, sagged and caused a 
ceiling collapse in the 1990s, necessitating replacement with a modern truss-roof system.

in o c

James Winslow s will was proved in 1773, the year in which he died. Presumably his remains 
and those of his relations in at least the next two generations lie in ummarked graves in the old burying 
ground on Quaker Lane, beneath the acre he once deeded to the Society of Friends.  
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cond n r tion

In 1739 the land-rich James Winslow gifted to each of his three adult sons his fourth, James the
second, was only 14  thirty acres at different locations along the Presumpscot iver in the greater Town
of Falmouth. Nathan, aged 26, received half of the right of Nathaniel Winslow's land, southerly of the 
river at “Long each, upriver from Samuel Proctor's land,” probably in today's Westbrook. Job, aged 
24, appears to have gotten the other half of Nathaniel's holding there. Benjamin, then 22, received the 
west half of a 60-acre parcel granted by the Falmouth Proprietors to his father November 6, 1732.  It 
was at a yet-to-be determined location on the north side of the Presumpscot.

Nathan, First Son of James

Nathan was born in Freetown in 1713.  He married Charity Hall, a Quaker, in 1734 at Falmouth.
They had ten children. It appears that in 1739, he helped Joseph Conant build his house northeast of 
Saccarappa Falls in now-Westbrook.  Author Fabius ay in his book ory of e roo  credits Conant 
with having made “the first permanent settlement in Saccarappa and probably the first within [the 
present boundaries of Westbrook]83.”  
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Around 1748 Nathan probably built what became known as “the family manse,” reportedly the 
oldest house standing in now-Westbrook see Appendix D  How this land on the north side of the 

iver, adjacent to today s Sappi papermill, became Winslow property has not yet been discovered.  

Nathan probably lived out his life in this house. He died in 1772 at age 59, one year before his 
father's death, likely of “consumption” tuberculosis .  arious deeds show his occupation as 
Millwright, Housewright and Feltmaker. There is evidence that he was also a surveyor.

Job, Second Son of James

Job Winslow married Margaret Barbour in 1738; they produced three young daughters. He died 
in 1743, aged 28; we have no information on the cause of his death. A deed executed shortly before he 
died, showing his purchase of a “small lot” with dwelling house on King Street now India Street in 
Portland , lists him as a housewright. ecords in the ork County egistry of Probate include a 
property inventory valued at 796 pounds, 18 shillings and a certificate granting Margaret guardianship 
over her daughters Lorana, uth and Submit, who were all under 14 years of age.  

Benjamin, Third Son of James

Benjamin, born in 1715, came early to Blackstrap, where he probably lived across Quaker Lane 
from his father. Here, it appears he spent most of his life. He had extensive land holdings, and 
sometime before 1756, the year Samuel Waldo died, Benjamin obtained from Samuel and Francis 
Waldo the rights to a mill at Presumpscot Falls near what is now Allen Avenue Extension, Portland . It
included “a one-quarter share of a saw[mill right] in Presumpscot Mills called the middle saw.”84 The 
date of the grant to Benjamin is unknown no deed exists at the ork County egistry .

James, Fourth Son of James

Of the four sons of James Winslow, the most is known about his namesake. James the second 
was born ten years after Benjamin. He had been a drummer at Falmouth Neck probably at Fort Loyal 
after it was rebuilt in 1742 .  He rejected military life and “became a convert to the principles of the 
Society of Friends, and as such, abhorred war and all its preparations.”85 

The younger James would continue his family s adventuring heritage. In 1752 he and his wife 
Anna traveled to Broad Bay today's Waldoboro  to start a new life. Their first child Sarah was born 
there in 1754.86 Historian J. W. Hanson writes that James went to Broad Bay with his brothers in 
1752.87 I believe we should question this assertion, as I explain in Appendix A.

Indians in the early 1750s made life particularly difficult for the settlers at Broad Bay, many of 
whom had just arrived from Germany. While escape for many of these new arrivals would have been 
impractical to impossible, young James could more easily have removed his wife and infant daughter 
back to the relative safety of Falmouth, and it is likely he did. 

In 1760, James the younger was chosen by Dr. Silvester Gardiner, founder of the town which 
bears his name, to be one of eight tradesmen to build a system of dams on Cobbosseecontee Stream88. It
can be assumed that he trained for some period at Falmouth to attain the level of skill that Dr. Gardiner 
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required. This training may have been gained in mills at Presumpscot Lower Falls, located less than 
two miles from the Winslow Quaker enclave on Quaker Lane. 

“James Winslow carried his quaker principles with him, and refused to serve in the 
evolution .James always took occasion to speak against the efforts of the Americans, though he and 

his son Jonathan made fifty paddles for [General] Benedict Arnold's expedition [to Quebec City in 
1775]. He used every effort to dissuade the men of the town from entering the contest against England, 
which he declared was foolhardiness89.” 

James the second would never return to live in Falmouth. He spent at least 25 years in and 
around Gardiner, and died in Farmington in 1802, where he is buried. 

ird n r tion:  
Nathan, Grandson of James

The second Nathan was born in Falmouth to Nathan and Charity Winslow in 1743 and died in 
1826. On November 14, 1826 the a er r  noted the deaths of seven Maine residents. Nathan was
the only individual to receive more than a single line of copy he received three : “In 
Westbrook...Nathan Winslow, a highly respectable member of the Society of Friends, aged 84 years.  
Funeral from his late residence this day, at one o'clock.”  

He had been the last Clerk of the Falmouth Proprietors, formed in 1732 to grant parcels in the 
common lands of Falmouth.  Willis writes “The Proprietary has never formally been dissolved, but it 
has died out for want of common land on which to subsist.... Nathan Winslow, of Westbrook... was for 
many years the factotum of the Company. They held their last meeting in 1826, a short time after 
which...they sold at public auction, for a trifling sum, the remnants of common property.”90

Willis, his contemporary, said Nathan was a “large land speculator.”91 This places him in a line 
of speculators that included his grandfather and his brother Benjamin. One can only imagine the 
competitive advantage the family gained by having Nathan so positioned within the Proprietorship. 

Although the meager available public record suggests an honorable and productive life, 
Falmouth Monthly Meeting records tell us that Nathan the second strayed for a time from the Society's 
approved behaviors.92 In 1760, there is disapprobation of Nathan then aged 17  “concerning his 
drinking too much spiritous liquor.” In 1762, the clerk records that Nathan “walks contrary to the Good
Order of Friends.” Three men were chosen to “labour with him.” In 1763 Nathan was served with a 
Denial of Membership in the Society of Friends, due to “spiritous liquors and the vain complement and 
conversation of the world.  He was then twenty, and was married the following year.  The first of his 
ten children was born in 1765.  

In 1768, the record states that Nathan “chooses to come under the care of the Meeting [be 
reinstated as a Member].”93 He was turned down. On May 26 of that year he was committed to jail, “on 
an execution in favor of Wm. Molineux, of Boston, for about 2,657 pounds [nearly one-half million in 
today's dollars].”  ev. Smith relates that on August 24 “There was a mob to rescue Nathan Winslow 
from jail; but they were defeated.  The people did not think the debt a just one, and that he ought not to 
be put in jail for it, and therefore endeavored to rescue him.”94 How long Nathan remained behind bars 
is unknown.
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Then, in 1778, after the birth of seven children and the death of his father and grandfather, 
Monthly Meeting records state that Nathan “desires his children be under the care of Friends.”95 This 
request was granted at the next Monthly Meeting.  Nathan's wife Jane would have been alive in that 
year assuming she was the mother of his ten children, the last of whom was born in 1785 . Whether 
they were living together is a question that to date has no answer.  In the absence of other information, 
it does seem unlikely that the children would have been taken away from both parents.

Samuel, Grandson of James

Samuel, son of Benjamin, probably inherited his father s mill rights.  He owned a 200 acre 
parcel where he built a large house in 1762. It still stands, grandly, at the top of Summit Street Hill, 
Portland s highest elevation.  From its windows it must have commanded a panoramic view of the 
curving Presumpscot iver, perhaps from Quaker Lane all the way downstream to the Lower Falls.  
Former owners of this house claimed that the oddly-shaped stone in its backyard is an ancient Indian 
corn-grinding stone, transported uphill from the riverbank more than a century ago. However, experts 
at the Maine State Museum, upon examining photographs of this stone in 2017, identified it as 
naturally occurring and not likely to have been used for corn grinding.

ourt n r tion:  

Isaac, Nathan and Jeremiah, Great-Grandsons of James

Isaac Winslow engaged in the whaling business 1800-1820 in Le Havre, France with brother 
Jeremiah. He obtained food-canning patents in France canning proved to remedy the sailor's ailment, 
scurvy , retired from sea and returned to the family farm in Westbrook. 

Isaac s brother Nathan had a store at Federal and Middle Streets in Portland. He had the first 
stove foundry in Portland, and on r  2  1820 t e s r n ed  patent for  woodstove  e i  
e rlies  p en  or  s ove desi ned or oo in  in the S. From 1820 to 1840 he had a hardware 
store, tinsmith and stove shop on Front Street later Commercial St.  in Portland, where he made the 
first corn cans. In 1839 he began experimenting “on the family farm” with canning first corn on the 
cob, later switching to kernels. He filed for a canning patent in 1852 and invented a corn knife in 
1853. Winslow Packing Co. received large Civil War contracts with nion Army. 

The history of the Winslows in the early development of food canning is well presented in two 
books, The a la  and a ol and in a Ma e ory monograph by Joyce Bibber97, 
which provides a thorough account of the inventive genius and commercial prowess of several 
Winslow descendants during the early years of the 19th century.

When Nathan died around 1862, all interest in his canning business went to his nephew John 
Winslow Jones  i in  e  ye rs ones d il  the largest food-canning factory in the world near 
the present Forest Avenue crossing over the Presumpscot River  “King” John s prod  e e 
known as “Winslow s World enowned Green Corn.” The factory was 235 feet long and 3-1 2 stories 
high, and processed meat, corn and other vegetables. This huge factory burned to the ground five 
years later. After Winslow s business failed, other Maine companies like Burnham & Morrill used his 
technology to grow to prominence. About twenty years later, after the introduction of electricity in 
Portland, the iverton Trolley Park was built on the land where the factory had stood. 
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Brothers Nathan and Isaac Winslow were generous contributors to the abolitionist cause. In 
1832 William Lloyd Garrison, editor of the abolitionist newspaper e era or spoke in Portland. He 
continued the evening with other guests at Winslow s home, and later described Winslow as “one of the 
most thoroughgoing friends of the abolition cause in our land” and “one of the object[s] of marked 
attentions from the colored citizens.” Nathan had subscribed to the era or from its first number and 
took it to the day of his death in 1861, more than once preventing its suspension by his liberal 
assistance98.

t r n r tion :   

James and Elizabeth Winslows  descendants numbered about 200 in the first three succeeding 
generations see Descendant Tree in Appendix J.  After the evolution, as the population of greater 
Portland grew, large land holdings were subdivided and many families, including Quakers, moved from 
their farms toward the Peninsula and elsewhere. A new commercial and industrial economy was on the 
rise. Quakers, commonly accepted as honest and industrious citizens, networked with one another to 
become successful participants in this economic growth99. 

For example, around  John T. Winslow started manufacturing stoneware; his enterprise 
became the massive Portland Stone Ware Company, located on the site of the present Hannaford 
supermarket off Forest Avenue. Later, James and Edward Winslow would become partners in the 
company. Edward was also President of the Portland Board of Trade, Chairman of the Board of 
Aldermen, Police and Water Commissions, President of Central Wharf Tow Boat Company, and a 
member of two bank boards

Census records from 1790 show eleven households headed by people named Winslow in 
“Falmouth Town” now Portland, Falmouth, Westbrook, South Portland and Cape Elizabeth . The 
number of Winslow families in Cumberland County rose from 27 in 1800 to 89 in 1850.  According to 
the 1850 census, there were 308 individuals with the surname Winslow living in Cumberland County. 
Of those, 50 lived in Portland, 23 in Falmouth and 43 in Westbrook. It is likely that all of those were 
descended from James Winslow the Quaker.
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